KIDS TOGETHER NEWS
All the latest from Kids Together Playground!

WELCOME!
Spring is here and summer is on its way! There’s so much happening at Kids
Together Playground! In this edition, we’ll introduce our new board members.
We’ll tell you about our Spring Daze 2022 experience and our Arbor Day and
Count the Birds events. You’ll get all the details for our big June event, when
we celebrate the 22nd birthday of Kids Together Playground. And there’s a
fun, new clue in our KT Closeup Contest. Read on, then go outside and play!

KT BOARD WELCOMES THREE NEW MEMBERS
On April 19, Kids Together held its annual meeting, holding elections for
board members and officers. We are excited to introduce our three newest
board members.
Sarah Kahn is a
software designer, mom,
and neighbor of the
playground. She enjoys
walking to the
playground with her
toddler.

Janice Sitzes oversees
marketing for continuing
and professional
education at NCSU. She
enjoys being outdoors
and staying active. She is
an advocate for others
to do so -- providing
access to resources and
activities for children of
all abilities.

Tricia Tiu works as a
physician assistant. She
is passionate about
providing an inclusive
area of play for
children. She enjoys
the outdoors with her
family. Her daughter
took her first steps at
the Kids Together
Playground.
(More)

(New Board Members Cont'd.)
Elections also included renewed terms for Liz Brignac, Marla Dorrel, Pat
Fish, Karen Gray, Scott Lassiter, and Paul Zevgolis. Our officers graciously
agreed to renew their terms and were elected for another two years:
President – Marla Dorrel, Vice President – Rose Reif, and Secretary – Paul
Zevgolis.
KT board members support the playground in many ways, including
volunteering at playground events. Look for Sarah, Janice, and Tricia, as
well as our other 11 board members, at all our activities and events.

Welcome, Golden-crowned Kinglet!
On Saturday, February 19, we held our
annual Count the Birds event at Kids
Together Playground. KT board members
Don Seay and Marla Dorrel continued the
tradition, counting five different bird
species, including one not seen in earlier
counts. We welcome the Golden-crowned
Kinglet to the KT bird list, which now stands
at 39 different species!

(Photo by Ryan Schain, Macaulay Library)

KTP CLOSEUP
CAN YOU GUESS WHAT THIS IS?
Take a good look at this picture.
It’s something on the playground.
Send your best guess to us at
kt@kidstogethercary.org. If you’re
correct, we’ll publish your name in our
next newsletter – instant fame!

Last edition's winner: Nancy Colegrove!
Nancy correctly identified the photo as the handles of the sand scoopers.
Good job, Nancy! You sure know your playground!

KT CELEBRATES ARBOR DAY WITH
POP-UP EVENT
A unique feature of Kids Together
Playground is the many trees that provide
welcome shade in the summer. So, of
course, we would celebrate Arbor Day! On
March 19, we invited everyone at the
playground to examine the bark of the KTP
trees and make rubbings to see the designs
they make. Thank you to KT board
members Willa Brigham, Marla Dorrel, Pat
Fish, and Tullie Johnson, who handed out
materials and wished everyone a Happy
Arbor Day!
KT Pop-up events just pop up, without a lot of advance publicity. To get the
early scoop on upcoming KT Pop-ups, be a KT member – info here:
https://www.kidstogethercary.org/be-a-kt-member.html

What do you love about KTP?
We know you love Kids Together Playground, so how about telling us what
you love? If we publish your testimonial in our next newsletter, we’ll send
you a KT gift! Send your testimonial (and a picture, if you like) to
kt@kidstogethercary.org.

SPRING MAINTENANCE FOR KTP
We’re always sad to see the “Playground
Closed” sign, but when it re-opens after
spring maintenance, we jump for joy! The
playground was closed March 14-18 to
allow Cary Public Works to perform their
cleanup magic. They pressure washed
equipment, made repairs, added lots of
sand, and spread a fresh bed of pine straw
everywhere.
Here’s a great, big KT THANK YOU to
Cary Public Works for taking such good
care of everyone’s favorite place to play!

COMING UP! THIS SATURDAY!
RUN FOR KT AT THE CHARITY DISTANCE FESTIVAL
Saturday, May 14, 6:30 - 9:30 am
WakeMed Soccer Park
Runners and friends of runners!
This one’s for you – and KT, too!
The Charity Distance Festival is set for Saturday, May 14, at WakeMed
Soccer Park. Can’t make it that day? How about the Virtual Race, anytime
until May 14? Whether it’s the 5K, 8K, In-Person, Virtual, or Doggie Dash,
when you register for the race using our unique registration link, KT
receives a donation! Get details and sign up here.
Enjoy your run – we’ll be with you, all the way!

COMING UP!
KT Birthday Celebration
Sunday, June 5, 2:00 - 4:00 pm
Kids Together Playground
Mark your calendar for Sunday, June 5,
2:00-4:00 pm. You’re invited to a birthday
party! It’s the playground’s birthday, so
join us for some free fun! Craft a party
crown, march with KATAL the KT dragon
mascot, hear the story of how the
playground came to be, and make fruit
juice slushies. How much fun is that!
Bring your friends – the more, the merrier!

Lew Wilson Art
Gifts for You, Gifts for KT
Looking for a graduation gift or a year-end gift for your
teacher? Lew Wilson Art has unique ornaments and prints
of favorite places in Cary, Apex, and other Triangle
locations, even Kids Together Playground!
The best part: When you enter coupon code KTP at checkout,
a generous 20% of your purchase comes to KT! Browse and buy here!

KT Makes Friends at Spring Daze
April 23 marked a special day in Cary – the
return of the Spring Daze Arts and Crafts
Festival! We couldn’t miss this, for sure!
More than 100 kiddos celebrated their
friends by decorating leaves to paste on
our KT Friendship Tree. While the kids
created, we talked to the grownups about
ways to support the playground.
While we were having fun in the KT
booth, our friends at La Farm Bakery were
busy selling yummy pastries at their booth.
KT volunteers helped La Farm, encouraging sales and sharing smiles. As
they have for more than ten years, La Farm shared a generous portion of
the day’s proceeds with Kids Together.
Thank you to the KT board members who helped throughout the day:
Willa Brigham, Marla Dorrel, Tullie Johnson, Sarah Kahn, Jane Mac Neela,
and Scott Lassiter.

MOMENTS IN KT HISTORY
Kids Together Playground was a labor of love, undertaken by our community years ago.
In each edition, we’ll look back and remember our KT roots.

June 1, 2000 - Kids Together Playground Opens
After more than five years of community efforts, Kids Together Playground
opened on June 1, 2000. It was said to be one of the largest crowds to attend
the opening of a park in Cary. Remarks from KT founders Kristin Holcombe,
Helen Rittelmeyer, and Marla Dorrel, among others, welcomed everyone to
enter and play. It was a glorious, sunny day, made even brighter by the smiles
that conveyed the message, “Kids are together at last!”
Join us on Sunday, June 5, 2:00-4:00 pm, as we commemorate the
playground’s opening with our annual Birthday Celebration for KTP!

Picnic Season is here!
Reserve the Shelter Now!

Looking for a great place to have a party?
You can rent the picnic shelter at KTP
through the Town of Cary.
Get all the details here.
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OUR DONORS, TOO!

OUR KT MEMBERS!

We’re happy to welcome these
new KT members!
We’re sending them a hug and a
great big KT Thank You!

Mary Insprucker
Sarah Kahn
Jane Mac Neela
Janice Sitzes

Thank you to these generous individuals
who recently gave gifts to KT:
Marla Dorrel
Oren Petranker
Donna Zinn

To show your support for KT and KTP
with a gift, click here.

You can be a KT member, too!
Find giving levels, benefits, and
all the details here.

A big KT Thank You to our newsletter team
Liz Brignac

Marla Dorrel

Rose Reif

Paul Zevgolis

kidstogethercary.org
kt@kidstogethercary.org

